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Inside... 
  

 

Todah Rabbah to Rabbi 

Michelle Stern! 
 

   There is a story told (Jerusalem 

Talmud Hagigah 76c) about three 

Rabbis who were sent on a mission 

to inspect the state of education 

throughout ancient Palestine.  They 

came to a place where (apparently) 

there were no teachers.  They said to 

the inhabitants, “Bring us the 

protectors of the town.”  They brought them the military 

guard.  The Rabbis exclaimed, “These are not the 

protectors of the town, [they are] its destroyers!”  “Who, 

then, are the protectors?”  “The teachers!” came the 

reply. 

   For the past six months, we at Beth Am have been 

blessed to have a talented educator in our midst.  

Rabbi Michelle Stern came to us after completing her 

rabbinic studies at RRC in Philadelphia.  As you may 

recall, last year (5771) Beth Am said goodbye to our 

school principal of nearly five years.  We were able 

to secure Monica Gwon, a veteran Baltimore 

educator, on a part-time basis for the remainder of 

the school year.  Meanwhile, a terrific search 

committee ably chaired by Eric Loeb was looking to 

Beth Am’s future educational aspirations.  Through 

their diligent efforts, we were very excited to secure 

Rabbi Kelley Gludt to serve as our Director of 

Congregational Learning.  However, since Rabbi 

Gludt could not begin her responsibilities until 

January of 2012, the shul was left with a six month 

leadership gap.  Rather than fill this gap with a       

part-time principal, we elected to find a talented     

up-and-coming Jewish educator who could help us  
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Rabbi………………….. Daniel Cotzin Burg 

 

Officers 
President ………………………… Cy Smith  

1st Vice President …….………...Scott Zeger 

2nd Vice President ……….…  Nancy Shuger 

Treasurer  …………………...Alan Kopolow 

Secretary ……………….……..Elaine Weiss 
 

 

Trustees through 2012 

Eliza Feller 

Cheri Levin 

David Lunken 

Ellen Spokes 

 

Trustees through 2013 

Emily Demsky 

Eric Loeb 

David Scher 

Max Stearns 

 

Trustees through 2014 
Betty Chemers 

Jerry Doctrow 

Julie Gottlieb 

Ashley Pressman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standing Committees  
Adult Ed Chair                          Elaine Weiss 

Adult Ed Co-Chair                Carla Rosenthal 

Finance Chair                          Alan Kopolow 

House Chair                              Sam Polakoff 

Kiddush Chair                             Meg Hyman 

Kiddush Co-Chair                 Kathy Steinberg 

Membership Chair                     Adina Amith 

Membership Vice-Chair            Ellen Spokes 

Religious Services Chair            Joe Wolfson                      

Social Action Chair               Arthur Shulman 

Social Action Co-Chair        Jackie Donowitz 

Youth Education Chair            David Lunken  

                                

Ad Hoc Committees  
Annual Fund Honorary Chair       Gil Sandler                              

Annual Fund Chair                     David Scher 

Annual Fund Vice-Chair        Nelson Hyman  

Baltimore Jewish Council     David Schwartz 

Beth Am Connection                  Joanne Katz 

                                     & Risa Jampel 

Marketing Chair                         Ellen Spokes 

Congregant to Congregant       Joyce Keating 

BAYITT Chair                      Andrew Woods  

Past President                             Jack Lapides 

Past President         Bonnie Strauss Stainman 

Honorary Life Member  Lainy LeBow-Sachs 

Honorary Life Member              Efrem Potts 

After office hours phone numbers 

Office Hours 

Tuesday-Thursday: 9:00-4:00 

Friday: 9:00-3:00 
 

Tel: 410-523-2446    

Fax: 410-523-1729 
 

2501 Eutaw Place, Baltimore, MD 21217 
 

Email: office1@bethambaltimore.org 
 

Web site: www.bethambaltimore.org 

 

Rabbi Daniel Cotzin Burg 

773-484-5584 (cell) (emergencies only, 

please) or ravdaniel@bethambaltimore.org 

Cantor Ira Greenstein 

410-309-0778 (home) 
ira.greenstein@verizon.net 

Rabbi Michelle Stern, Acting Education Dir. 

215-370-3770 (cell) (emergencies only),  
educator@bethambaltimore.org 

Cy Smith, Board President 

410-464-1551 (home) 

csmith@zuckerman.com 
 

In case of an emergency, please contact: 

Henry Feller execdir@bethambaltimore.org 
Executive Director 410-602-2124 (home)                 
 

June 15, 2008—Annual Meeting 2009 
 

Beth Am Board of Trustees 

To Contact Beth Am: 
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June 13, 2011—Annual Meeting 2012 

Beth Am Board of Trustees 

General Fund (1130)  Applied to the 
operating budget of the congregation 
 

I. William Schimmel Student  
Scholarship Fund (1161) Assists   
students in their educational pursuits 
 

Kiddush Fund (1141) Used for  
luncheons following Sabbath and  
holiday services 
 
Prayer Book Fund (1136)  Supports 
the purchase of prayer books and     
Chumash 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (1103) 
 Allows the Rabbi to support special  
programs and individuals in need 
 
Social Action Fund (1171) Supports 
social action activities in the Reservoir  
Hill area and the general community 
 
Tiny Tots Shabbat Fund (1108)   
Supports Shabbat programs for our  
pre-schoolers 
 
Youth & Teen Education Support 
Fund (1176)  Supports educational 
programs for all of Beth Am’s youth 

ACKNOWLEDGE THE OCCASION THROUGH 
BETH AM 

 
First & Last Name(s):  _____________________________________________ 

   _____________________________________________ 

If your contribution is from a couple or family, please list all names 
(use reverse side if necessary)  

Telephone: (________) __________ - ___________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________________ 

Date: _________________________  Amount of Donation: ________________ 

($5 minimum requested;  please make checks payable to Beth Am) 

In honor/memory/appreciation of _____________________________________ 

Send Acknowledgement Card To: 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________________ 

 

FUND DESIGNATION 

Accessibility Fund (1131) Used to  
make the facility accessible to those with  
impaired physical abilities 
 

Adult Education Fund (1181) Supports 
educational programs for all adults 
 
BAYITT Fund (1114) Beth Am’s Young 
Adult Initiative for 20’s and 30’s 
 
Building Preservation and Ritual  
Enhancement Fund (1126) Supports 
the preservation and renovation of the 
building and the ritual items 
 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund (1105) 
Allows the Cantor to support special  
programs and individuals in need 
 
Etta & Louis L. Kaplan Education Fund 
(1151)  Supports the purchase of furni-
ture, equipment and capital improvements 
for the religious school 
 
Floral Fund (1135) Beautifies the Bimah 
 
Garden Fund (1166) Beautifies grounds 
 
 



 

If you would like to order a Memorial (Yahrzeit) Plaque, to be added 

to the Beth Am Memorial Tablets in the Sanctuary lobby, please 

complete this form and return it to: 

Beth Am Synagogue 

2501 Eutaw Place 

Baltimore, Maryland 21217 

Phone (410) 523-2446 

If you have any questions, please call Gail at Beth Am. 
 

# of plaques ordered:  __ @ * $450 ea. =  $ _____ TOTAL  

      (payment enclosed) 

*Price as of April 2, 2011. Subject to change 

Name of Person Ordering:  

_______________________________________________________ 

Address:  

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Phone: _____________________________      

 

Evening Phone: ______________________________ 

 

English Name of the Departed:  

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Your Relationship to the Departed:  

_______________________________________________________ 

 

English Date of the Departed’s Death:  

_______________________________________________________ 

 Month    Day   Year 

 

Hebrew Date of the Departed’s Death:  

_______________________________________________________ 

 Month    Day   Year 

 

If you do not know the Hebrew date of the passing, please list the time of 

passing:   _______A.M.   ________P.M. 
 

 

     FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: FORM 3/22/11     

MEMORIAL PLAQUE ORDER FORM 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT Page 3 

The Vision Thing (contd.) 
Cy Smith 

 
 

   Recently I wrote to you about our efforts to define a formal 

mission and vision for the synagogue.  This step was prompted 

by our Capital Campaign, but will reach far beyond it.  

   On November 15, Beth Am's Board of Trustees took a  

seemingly small step which we hope will have broad and long-lasting implications 

for the shul. The Board voted to adopt a vision and mission statement which 

reads as follows: 

   We are… 

Rooted in tradition; a spiritual home for learning, prayer and advancing 

social justice. 

    We aspire to… 

Reinvigorate urban Jewish life in Baltimore. 

    We continue to…          

Transform ourselves and our community. 
intimate | eclectic | welcoming 
Beth Am…feels like home 

    

The Statement was the result of intense work by a committee consisting of David 

Lunken, Paula Singer, Julie Gottlieb, Nancy Shuger, and Rabbi Daniel Burg. Our 

statement has three goals:  to define what Beth Am is today; to state plainly our 

aspirations; and to explain how we aim to accomplish them -- all while  

reminding the reader what is distinctive about our synagogue. And we have  

multiple audiences for our statement as well.  The first is internal:  the Statement 

should guide our decisions about what we do and how we do it.  The second is 

external:  our Statement helps communicate to the outside world what is innately 

Beth Am. 

   Adopting the Statement was not without controversy. Some objected that the 

goal of "reinvigorating urban Jewish life in Baltimore" was a tall order - and it is. 

So is the vision of a “transformational” role for the synagogue.  But in the end we 

concluded that a "vision" must by definition aim high. Just as our unfolding Capital 

Campaign seeks to add not just bricks and mortar, but the resources for a  

renewed Jewish center of life in Reservoir Hill, a formal statement of that vision 

must be bold.  Aiming high signals not just to our members, but to the world at 

large, that Beth Am has big plans.  
   Much of the Statement, however, should be familiar to members.  We are, in 

fact rooted in tradition – though not, as our ByLaws, state, necessarily “bound by 

it.”  Beth Am is focused on learning, social justice and prayer – although not  

every congregant would agree on the order in which they should be ranked.  And 

– though I’m biased – I believe that we are in fact intimate, eclectic and  

welcoming. Finally, the familiar phrase – that Beth Am, the House of the People,” 

“feels like home” – remains intact. 

   
Cont’d on page 5 
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Cantor’s Corner:   

Baruch She’Amar V’Haya Ha’Olam  
 

Cantor Ira Greenstein 

 
 

   One of my goals in these columns is to engender a greater 

appreciation of the liturgy, to encourage each of us to take  

moments to consider the breadth of even the shortest of 

phrases.  The title of this article is the opening line of Pesukei D’Zimra in the 

morning service, where the special melodic modality (nusach)  

begins on Shabbat.  It is when we start to get into the mood for prayer.  This 

opening is a simple 4-word phrase that translates to: Blessed is God who spoke 

and the world came into existence.  The Hebrew is simpler and more elegant 

than the translation.  This one short phrase packs a powerful punch. 

   These thoughts are juxtaposed with my re-reading of Walter Isaacson’s  

biography of Albert Einstein, which addresses (among other subjects) Einstein’s 

view of God.  While shunning the idea that God intervenes in the lives of people 

and determines (or even influences) their destinies, Einstein appreciated the  

awesome order of the universe and could not envision how it could operate in 

any manner of randomness.  The “Old One,” according to Einstein, did not “play 

dice.”  Like many others, he appreciated a power far beyond science’s or  

mathematics’ ability to describe, beyond the reach of the human mind, which  

established the rules that miraculously governed the universe.  To Einstein, the 

simpler and more unifying, the more elegant and awesome. 

   Einstein was not a traditional, observant Jew in any sense, describing himself as 

“a deeply religious nonbeliever.”  As he grew older, he identified increasingly with 

his Jewish heritage driven by his experiences of anti-Semitism and the horror of 

the Holocaust.  Einstein may not have recited prayers nor expressed praise or 

thanks to a supreme being … but I think he would have appreciated the poetic 

simplicity in the opening phrase: Baruch She’Amar V’Haya Ha’Olam. 

   When I was a camper at Camp Ramah in the 1960s, I had difficulty grasping the  

existence of God and reconciling it with scientific discovery, a challenge perhaps 

typical of youth.  In an informal discussion with the Camp’s Director at the time, 

Rabbi Ray Arzt, I became comfortable that no amount of science could explain 

how the universe came into being.  Yes, there was a Big Bang theory, but what 

created the matter that formed the explosion? How did the universe come to be 

arranged in such an amazing manner?  Ray helped me realize for myself that, while 

I might never prove that God existed, it was evident from everything around and 

in me, that there was some inconceivable power – that I could not understand 

but could appreciate – from which I benefited.  This, to me, is why Judaism is a 

FAITH, not proof. 

   

 

 

 
Cont’d on page 5 

Page 21 SOCIAL ACTION & BAYITT 

 Do you know anyone in their 20s & 30s?  

Are they looking for social, volunteer, and religious events and 

ways to meet with other Jewish young adults?   

                Tell them to check out: 

 

BAYITT 
      (Beth Am’s Young-Adult Initiative for 20s & 30s) 

 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

 

Sunday, Dec 4: 2:00 pm - Cooking Class 

Friday, Dec 9: 6:00 pm - 2nd Fridays Congregational Service 

            7:00 pm - BAYITT Reception 

  

 

If you are interested in shaping the future of our great program, or know 

someone who is, please contact us at bayitt@bethambaltimore.org 

Please see our web site  

Because hunger doesn’t take a vacation… 

   Volunteer at Our Daily Bread (9:00 am) 

           Beth Am Volunteer Dates  
 

December 2011  

     

Sundays:  18 & 25 
 Thursdays: 15 & 29 

 

     Volunteers must be 14 or older, with 14-year-olds accompanied by an adult. For more  
information, please email Victoria Dorf at:  Victoria.dorf@ssa.gov or call her at work: 
410-965-9245 on Mon-Fri 9:30-6:00, or at home: 410-945-0652 on eves/ weekends.  

 

     A meaningful activity for families with teens all year long...  

Women’s & Men’s Professional  

Clothing Drive 

November 2 - December 9, 2011 

Please donate business attire and accessories only. 

All clothing must be brought to Beth Am 

already cleaned, on hangers, & ready-to-wear. 

Receipts will be available upon request in the synagogue office.  
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JOHN EAGER HOWARD BOOK GIVEAWAY 
  

Please donate new and gently used books  

 for young readers by Fri. Dec 9, 2011  

in the designated box in the Chapel Lobby.   
 

Volunteers are also needed to help give out books at the school on  

Wed, Dec. 14th from 9:00 -11:00 am. Children LOVE picking out their books 
join us in spreading some holiday cheer!  Please call Jackie Donowitz at  

410-235-5761 to sign up or get more details.   

 

 
Be a Bookworm!   

 

We read to kindergarten students at the neighborhood 
John Eager Howard Elementary School once a month for 
one hour.  Join us and share your love of books with  
beginning readers. 

For details and to volunteer,  

contact Cheri Levin at 410-664-2309 or nivelmom@aol.com.   

JOHN EAGER HOWARD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL UPDATE!!! 
  

The year is getting off the ground with two newspaper 
clubs, a chess club and a knitting club. Volunteers have 
been setting up The Ben Carson Reading Room and the new 

library. In early November, we'll begin Bookworms and individual tutoring. 
Lots more help (plus a used computer for Carson Reading Room) is  
needed.  If you are interested in volunteering, call Jackie Donowitz. 
We are collecting books for our Holiday Book Giveaway. When you buy 
books for your children, nieces and nephews and grandchildren, why not 
buy an extra book for a Reservoir Hill kid.  
Remember:  only new and/or "gently" used books. The school census 
stands at 315. More than 2/3 of the children are first grade and younger. 
What's in volunteering for YOU??? 
   An opportunity to share your skills and talents and interests 
   An opportunity to make a positive difference in a child's life 
   An opportunity to support hardworking school staff 
   An opportunity to enrich the school community 
   An opportunity to be a partner in a dynamic educational team 
   An opportunity to invest in the future of Baltimore 
   An opportunity to meet and be with wonderful people  
   An opportunity to HAVE A GREAT DAY!!! 
Contact Jackie Donowitz at 410-235-5761 or jemdonowitz@hotmail.com 
for more information about volunteering. 

 

 

   A fundamental of Judaism, along with most religious traditions, is the step that 

Einstein apparently did not take: expressing thanks for the gift of the universe 

and my ability to positively engage with it.  Perhaps appreciating order was a  

sufficient religion for Einstein, but it does not work for me.  That appreciation of 

nature and the desire to offer gratitude to … something … for all I have, has 

underwritten my prayer for the past 50 years.  We bless God, for we are 

blessed. 

Cantor’s Corner  (Cont’d from pg 4) 

 

 

   As I mentioned, this Statement has two audiences.  As to the first – the outside 

world – we are comfortable that the Statement communicates effectively who we 

are, what we do, and what we want to achieve.  And it does so in a memorable 

way. 

   Our real challenge now is to do something different.  It is to focus on the  

second audience – ourselves -- and  to apply these principles to the way that we 

run the synagogue’s affairs and really in every aspect of synagogue life.  Whether 

we are talking about adult education, or religious services, or the shape of  

renovations and expansion of our physical space, we need to match our deeds 

with our words.  Plenty of organizations – including, no doubt, plenty of syna-

gogues – have mission or vision statements.  Far fewer have learned how to use 

those statements both to guide their conduct and to produce results. 

   On this score, we look forward to hearing from you about how we’re doing.    

President’s Message (Cont’d from pg 3) 
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build on the successes of the past while beginning to implement a future 

educational vision for Beth Am. 

   This was the challenge set before Rabbi Michelle Stern as she began her role as 

Acting Education Director in July of 2011.  No small task!  I am pleased to say 

that Michelle has truly risen to the challenge.  In her short tenure, she has hired 

and supervised teachers and a new administrative assistant, mentored students, 

and led services for younger and older children alike.  Rabbi Stern has also been 

engaged with teaching our COTEL students (9th Grade).  Most important, she 

has worked with our Youth Education Committee (with Rabbi Gludt’s guidance) 

to begin an assessment of our Religious School curriculum, particularly with an 

eye toward developing our innovative service-learning component on Sundays.    

   It is no easy thing to serve in an interim role, and yet I am confident that Rabbi 

Stern leaves our Religious School stronger than she found it.  Given the central 

role of chinukh (education) at Beth Am, we are indebted to her for her nimble 

efforts to advance our educational goals.  Please join me in expressing our 

gratitude and a hearty yasher koach for a job well done!   

Rabbi (Cont’d from pg 1) 



School Closing Procedures for Inclement Weather 
 

The Baltimore Area Principal’s Council and the Center for Jewish Education  

determine Sunday School closures or early dismissal. WBAL 1090 AM will  

announce school closings for Jewish Religious Schools affiliated with the Center 

for Jewish Education. Wednesday afternoon classes will be canceled in the 

event that EITHER Baltimore City OR Baltimore County Schools are closed or  

dismissed early. If the school closes, an e-mail will be sent to religious school 

parents, and a message will be posted at our website at  

   www.bethambaltimore.org.   

Beth Am Religious School Update  
Rabbi Michelle Stern 

 
 

   Our children have spent the semester engaging in Torah, Hebrew and 

Tikkun Olam projects.  Our second Tikkun Olam unit is on the Jewish value 

of Ometz Lev, or Courage, which many of our biblical ancestors embodied.  

Our Siyyum/Concluding Family Program will be held on December 18
th

 

from 11:30-12:30 and benefit American soldiers abroad.  Parents and day 

school families are welcome to participate.  The last day of the semester is 

December 21
st
.  Progress Reports will be mailed home during Winter 

Break.  School will resume on January 4
th

 for midweek classes and January 

15
th

 for Sunday classes.  Have a wonderful break and stay warm!   

   Please mark your calendars for the next Shabbat School on December 

3
rd

.  The Young Leaders Service, geared towards 3
rd

-5
th

 graders, will begin 

following the Torah Parade, approximately 10:20am, in the Chapel.  Come 

for an exciting, interactive prayer experience!  There will be no religious 

school the following day.   

   In the beginning of January, we will welcome Rabbi Kelley Gludt as our 

new Director of Congregational Learning.  When she begins her role at 

Beth Am, I will take my leave as your Acting Director of Education.  It has 

been a pleasure to be part of the Beth Am community in this capacity.  

Thank you for learning, praying and delighting in Torah with me over the 

last six months.  It truly has been a joy.    

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH ACTIVITIES Page 6 

 

I. William Schimmel Student Scholarship 

Fund 

Provides funds for our students in 

financial need, or for special trips and 

educational experiences 
 

Youth & Teen Education Support Fund 

Supports educational programs for all 

Beth Am’s youth  

Etta & Louis L. Kaplan  Education Fund 

Supports purchasing furniture, equipment 

& capital improvements for our religious 

school 
 

Tiny Tots Shabbat Fund 

Supports Shabbat programs for our  

preschoolers  

 

Ways to Support Beth Am’s Youth Education Program 

Who do you know?  Meet anyone new?  Who are YOU? 
 

Baltimore is a “large, small town.”  It has many hospitals, universities, 

and businesses that draw individuals and families to town, even in 

tough economic times. Doctors, law students, interns, professors,  

business people and military are moving to town.  Many of these  

people are Jewish and will be looking to connect with housing, schools, 

and synagogues.  You belong to Beth Am and YOU ARE THE MOST  

LOGICAL AMBASSADORS for Beth Am.  Help the newcomers, help 

yourself and help Beth Am by inviting them to a Shabbat dinner, a  

2nd Friday Service, or a Shabbat morning service. Make their transition 

to Baltimore smoother and help introduce them to a special place – 

Beth Am. Be the first to pass their contact information on to our   

Membership Chair Adina Amith at adina.amith@verizon.net,           

Ellen Spokes at spocaraton@aol.com or Henry Feller,  

Executive Director at execdir@bethambaltimore.org.  

BETH AM FAMILY NEWS  Page 19 

        TORAH & HAFTARAH READERS NEEDED 

 

        Do you want to perform a mitzvah? 

Beth Am is in need of volunteers who are willing to  

read Torah (one aliyah up to seven aliyot)  

during Shabbat Services.   
 

If YOU are interested in this honor, please contact 

Linda Small by email at office3@bethambaltimore.org 

or call the office at 410-523-2446 

BETH AM WELCOMES OUR MEMBERS 

Richard Selden   Matthew Smiler  

We continue to update our list. 

Recent Deaths 
 

 

 
 

 

Eleanor Leff, sister of  
Alan Goldberg (Helene);  

Rich Kavalsky, father of  

Brian Kavalsky. Rich was a Beth Am 

Torah reader & B’nai Mitzvah tutor 
 
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70+ Birthdays   

     Dec 
Norma Galin     5 

Jon Konheim     9 

Sara Fishman     10 

Rikki Fleisher     12 

David Levine     15 

Helene Goldberg     16 

Judy Langenthal     17 

Violet Goldman     19 

Leona Adleberg     20 

Jane Schapiro       23 

Sol Snyder     26 

Connie Caplan     28 

Chuck Bernstein     29 

Paula Hollinger     30 

Lorraine Schapiro    30 

Sig Shapiro     30 

 

Special Anniversaries 

                         Dec 
Debby & Harold Freeman     25  

 

Mazel Tov 

Arthur Shulman on receiving the 

Lenora Hewitt Award from the 

Reservoir Hill Improvement Council. 

Lisa Akchin on being appointed to the  

Baltimore School for the Arts Board of 

Directors . 

Octavia & Arthur Shulman on the 

birth of their son, Gabriel Mack.   

Judy Miller and Murray Miller on 

their granddaughters’,  

Sydney & Katie Miller, becoming B’not 

Mitzvah 

Hillary & Jim Jacobs on their son 

Ben’s passing the Maryland Bar Exam. 

Susan & Brian Sullam, on their 

daughter Jennifer’s passing  

the Maryland Bar Exam. 

Joanne Rosen & Ron Daniels on the 

dedication of a Torah in their honor at 

Johns Hopkins Hillel. 

 

 

Roz & Nelson Hyman on the birth of 

their new granddaughter,  

Nitzan Orr-Hyman. Parents are David 

Hyman and Keren Orr-Hyman. 
 

Prayers for Healing 

 

Robin Leidner & Sue Martin, friends of 

Amy Davidoff & Steve Gore; Judy Janiki; 

Martha Frein, mother-in-law of  

Julie Frein (Bill); Carl Hyman (Meg);  

Sharon Esther, cousin of Sarajane 

Greenfeld; Michael Hankey, son of  

Barry Kessler & David Hankey; 

Alan Gross; Rene Wasserkrug (Dick);  

Ruthie Cohen, friend of  

Debra Furchgott; Ray Berman, great 

aunt of Andrew Woods;  

Kenneth Herman, grandfather of Matt 

Herman (Marcia); Bernice Greenberg, 

mother of Maggi Gaines; Robert Katz, 

father of Joanne Katz (Scott Zeger); 

Janet Siegel; Nancy Schwartz (Jim); 

Rachel Pines; Hilda Coyne;  

Michael Sellman, father of  

Stacey Sellman; Vickie Dorf;  

Mindy Cooper; Renee C. Riley, friend of 

Beth Am; and Fran Kanterman             

 

Recent Deaths 

Susan Rosenfeld, aunt of  

Melissa Cordish (Jonathan) 

Steve Kraft, father of Miriam Tillman 
Irma Kronenberg, aunt of Mark 

Colvin (Nancy Shuger) 

Philip Romm Macht, husband of Lois 
Kleiman Macht 

Deborah Edelman, wife of Joe Davis, 

mother of Julie & Lucy Roland, step-
mother of Nicole Buchman & 

grandmother of  

Anthony Joseph Buchman 
Harriet Levinson, cousin of  

Gail Wohlmuth (Lou) & sister of  

Cindy Levinson  

Maxine Brody, sister of Helene 
Goldberg (Alan) 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL & YOUTH ACTIVITIES Page 7 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
Our ultimate goal is to create an engaging, meaningful, and fun program that helps 

build a good foundation for Jewish learning.  
 

DECEMBER 3 & 17, 2011 
 
 

Shabbat Yachad, "Shabbat Together 
Immediately following the Torah parade (approx. 10:20 am) 

These services are for ages up to 5 yrs., though older  

children would enjoy them as well.  
 

SHABBAT YACHAD meets the 1st & 3rd Shabbat  
 

 

DECEMBER 10, 2011   

Shorashim  Immediately following the Torah parade (approx. 10:20 am) 
 

SHORASHIM meets the 2nd & 4th Shabbat  

These services are for Kindergarten - 2nd grade      
 

SHORASHIM will NOT meet on December 24, 2011  

BETH AM HELPING THE COMMUNITY  

WITH SOCKS AND FOOD COLLECTIONS 
 

   Beth Am congregants, along with the Religious School students, are  

participating in two community outreach efforts. The first is Jewish Volunteer 

Connection's Community Mitzvah Day on Sunday, December 25, in partnership 

with several other synagogues and Jewish organizations. As a partner in  

Mitzvah Day, we have two important responsibilities:  
 

1. collecting 200 pairs of children's medium crew socks (as of November 30, we 

have collected 70 pairs). The 200 pairs of children’s medium crew socks are to 

be included in gift packages that will be assembled at the Park Heights JCC and 

then distributed at soup kitchens and shelters throughout the Baltimore  

community.   
 

2. collecting non-perishable food items for gift packages prepared at Beth Am.   

     

The Beth Am social action committee will again be hosting a Community  

Mitzvah Day project at the synagogue on Sunday, December 25, 2011. We will 

be putting together gift packages of food to distribute to families in the  

neighborhood. Thanks to a generous donation of turkeys, we will be putting 

together twice as many gift packages as last year!  We need your help to gather 

the food for the packages.   

 

We are extending the deadline for SOCK donations to WEDNESDAY,  

DECEMBER 7, 2011 and NON PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS until  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2011 (Hanukkah party). 
 
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    Are you receiving Beth Amõs weekly email? If not, please  

    email Linda Small at: info@bethambaltimore.org in  

    order to get updates with the following information:  
 

Å Details of the upcoming Shabbat;  
 

Å Special event reminders; and  
 

Å Important announcements about Beth Am congregantsõ  

   life cycle events.   

8:45 AM SATURDAY MORNING TORAH STUDY 
 

Learn more about the parsha of the week at 

Saturday Morning Torah Study with Rabbi Burg  

Congregant -to -Congregant (C2C)  
 

          Weõre ready to helpé 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Contact Rabbi Burg, Henry Feller, the office staff at 410-523-2446 or 
Joyce Keating at 410-358-5477.  Volunteers are ready and able to perform 

these mitzvot.  

If you can volunteer to help,  
are in need of help,  or know  
someone who needs help... 

 ̈a friendly telephone call 
or home visit  

 ̈a ride to synagogue 

 ̈a meal 

 ̈shiva support 

 ̈or any other support  

 
 

 
 

                  SHUKAN the little store  
 

Come find that perfect gift for H anukkah for that special person from 
among our fine selection of Judaica items from Israel.  

We have H anukkah candles, dreidles, hanukkiahs and much more! 
The Shukan is open Sundays during Religious School and during the 

Hanukkah party on 12/11/2011.                
For help please call Marcia: 410-433-5582.    

Need something right away? Please ask Henry for assistance.  
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If you do not want your special birthday or 

anniversary listed, please contact: 

Linda Small at 410-523-2446 or 

coordinator@bethambaltimore.org  

 
 

Shabbat Flower &  
Kiddush 

Sponsorship  
  

Honor a family member 
or friend by sponsoring 
Shabbat bimah flowers  
 or a Kiddush luncheon.  

 

Call the Beth Am 
Office at  

410 -523 -2446   

OCT 29 
Melissa & Jonathan Cordish in  
honor of Sam’s Bar Mitzvah.  
 
NOV 5 

Mel Ringel in memory of his son, 
Joshua, on his yahrzeit.  

SHABBAT KIDDUSH  
SPONSORSHIP  
THANK YOU 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SHABBAT FLOWER  
SPONSORSHIP  
THANK YOU 

OCT 29 
 
Melissa & Jonathan Cordish in 

memory of Sam’s great-aunt, 
Susan Rosenfeld.   

!ǊǘƘǳǊ {ƘǳƭƳŀƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 9ŘŜƴΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
[ŜƴƻǊŀ IŜǿƛǧ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  

wŜǎŜǊǾƻƛǊ Iƛƭƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ  
нлмм !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ .ŜǘƘ !ƳΦ   
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Liz Moser  

¶ In memory of Peter Moser, her   

husband, on his yahrzeit 

Ben Rosenberg  

¶ In honor of carrying the Torah on 

Rosh Hashanah 

Lissa Rotundo  

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

¶ In memory of Pauline & Albert Piuze, 

her parents, on their yahrzeits 

Miriam Tillman  

¶ In appreciation  
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
 

Mimi Davidoff  

¶ In memory of Mark Davidoff, her     

husband & Amy & Judy's father, on 

his yahrzeit 

Judy & David Drager-Davidoff  

¶ In honor of Barry Kessler &        

David Hankey on the Bat Mizvah of 

their daughter, Helen Hankey 

Patricia Fradkin-Berman &  

Mike Berman  

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

Elaine & John Freeman  

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

Miriam Hack & Megan Philippi  

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

Jon Konheim  

¶ In memory of Beatrice Konheim, his 

mother, on her yahrzeit 

Cheri & Ed Levin  

¶ In hopes of Burt D'Lugoff's speedy 

recovery 

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

Debbie & Efrem Potts  

¶ In honor of Arthur Shulman receiving 

the Lenora Hewitt Award 

 

Susan Sherman & Steve Bruno  

¶ In memory of Zelda Zeger, mother 

of Scott Zeger 
 

TINY TOTS SHABBAT FUND 
 

Sara Egorin-Hooper &  

Bill Hooper  

 

Ellen Heller, William &  

Lawrence Heller 

¶ In memory of Frances Moses, her 

mother & their grandmother 
 

YOUTH & TEEN EDUCATION 

SUPPORT FUND 
 

Georgia Parker  

¶ In honor of Barry Kessler & David 

Hankey on the Bat Mizvah of their 

daughter, Helen Hankey 

Stainman Family   

¶ In honor of Ashley & Alan Pressman 

in support of the Baby Registry  

Thank you to our Bulletin 

proofreaders: 

Sarajane Greenfeld &  

Betty Seidel  

IF YOU WISH TO MAKE A  

CONTRIBUTION… 
Please contact the synagogue office at  
410-523-2446 between the hours of  

9:00 am - 4:00 pm Tues, Wed, & Thur or  

9:00 am - 3:00 pm on Fri.     

Please Note: Donations from Beth Am 

professional staff are acknowledged by 

donation cards, but are not listed in the 

Bulletin.  
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CONGREGATIONAL   

H ANUKKAH  PARTY  

 

Join our Beth Am family for 
some Hanukkah Fun!  

 
 

Israeli dancing, dreidels, festive dairy dinner, latkes 
and moreé 

 

       Sunday  
December 11, 2011 

5:00-7:00 pm 
 

 
(Please bring non-perishable food items for the Mitzvah Day Project).  

 
Adults $15; Children (ages 6 ï 12) $10;  

Free for children under 6;  
household maximum $45  

 

 
 

Please RSVP by December 6, 2011 
To office1@bethambaltimore.org or 410 -523-2446 

Special 
Winetasting 
and dessert  
reception 

mailto:office1@bethambaltimore.org
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A Very Happy  

Hanukkah  

to all from  

Beth Am  

 

 
 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
 

Elaine & John Freeman    

¶ In memory of Louis Kaplan, her   

uncle, on his yahrzeit  

¶ In memory of Zelda Zeger, mother 

of Scott Zeger 
 

BUILDING PRESERVATION &    

RITUAL ENHANCEMENT FUND 
 

Diane Berg 

¶ In appreciation of Henry Feller 

Martha & Stuart Burman  

¶ In appreciation of Henry Feller 

Wendy & Bob Ginsburg  

¶ In honor of Ellen Heller &          

Shale Stiller for receiving the    

Woodrow Wilson Award for Public 

Service 

Nadja & Albert Pats  

¶ In memory of Irving Barron, her  

father, on his yahrzeit 

¶ In memory of Sidney Pats, his   

brother, on his yahrzeit 
 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY  
FUND 
 

Rebecca & Perry Bridger  

¶ In memory of Harry Bridger, his  

father, on his yahrzeit 

Michael  Crocker 

¶ In appreciation   

Jon Konheim  

¶ In appreciation   

Miriam Tillman  

¶ In appreciation  

 
    

 

Please note:listed contributions were 

received in Oct. Nov’s contributions will 

be in the Jan Bulletin. 

GENERAL FUND 
 

Marcia & Ave Amith  

¶ In memory of Fannie Rabinowitz, her 

mother, on her yahrzeit 

Faith & Allen Friedman  

¶ In memory of Elizabeth & Meyer 

Friedman, his parents, on their   

yahrzeits 

Ashley & Alan Pressman  

¶ In memory of Zelda Zeger, mother 

of Scott Zeger 
 

PRAYER BOOK FUND  
Mimi Joseph  

¶ In memory of Lillian R. Silbert, her 

mother, on her yahrzeit 
 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY 

FUND 
 

Rebecca & Perry Bridger  

¶ In memory of Harry Bridger, his  

father, on his yahrzeit 

¶ In memory of Susan Rosenfeld, aunt 

of Melissa Cordish 

Michael Crocker  

¶ In appreciation    

Ken Flanz 

¶ In honor  

Patricia Fradkin-Berman &      

Mike Berman 

¶ In appreciation   

Elaine & John Freeman  

¶ In memory of Rita Agatha McFarlane, 

wife of Warren McFarlane 

Ellen Heller, William &  

Lawrence Heller  

¶ In memory of Frances Moses, her 

mother & their grandmother 

Joyce Keating  

¶ In memory of Rita Agatha McFarlane, 

wife of Warren McFarlane 

¶ In memory of Steve Kraft, father of 

Miriam Tillman 

 

 

Thank You  
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Page 11 ANNUAL FUND  

Please give generously  
to Beth Amõs 2011 - 2012/5772 Annual Appeal. 

If you need a pledge form, contact Linda at 
410-523-2446 or office3@bethambaltimore.org. 

 

From every person whose heart is willing  

take my offering... and make Me a holy space 

that I may dwell among them.   

- Exodus 25 

 

 ¶,¼t Uj¿e¾T IC§k UB¥c¿SÈh r¼J»t Jh¾t¶k©F ,½t½n 
         h¾TÉbªf·ÀJÉu JÀS¿e¾n h§k UG©gÉu / / / h¾,ÀnUr¿T  
                   v"f ,In¿a - :o·©fI,¨C   
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